
I was inspired to write this article, 
after seeing Eddie Boyes 
interviewed about the work of the 
Crossbeats, on “Songs of Praise”. It 
brought back so many memories of 
my own involvement in CCM – I still 
count as a God given privilege, to 
have been involved with.

“Question” was the third and final 
band, that emerged out of our large 
family  - which was basically a 
“Crusader” family – with our 
parents being leaders of the 
Malvern classes. Attendance on a 
Sunday afternoon was pretty much 
compulsory – and we all helped 
provide the music – all from “Youth 
Praise” of course. I learned at a 
very young age, how to play 
“Thankyou” in all 6 keys without a 
capo!!

Add to that – several members of 
the family also involved in the 
secular band circuit of the 60’s. 
(“The Navigators”, and “Trend 7” –
being bands 1 and 2.) 

“Question” played as an unnamed 
band, from 1967 to 1970 – this was 
while my twin (Phil), and I – were 
still learning to play, a move 
precipitated by the Trend 7 lead 
guitarist moving on, and the Trend 
7 rhythm guitarist wanting to form 
a new band. 

We got into “Coffee Bar” 
evangelism proper, from 1971 to 
1975, and were registered with 
Musical Gospel Outreach (MGO) –
and ended up playing a gig a 
month; up until the time my twin 

and I left school and went to 
college.

Our “5th member” was most 
certainly my late Father – a fervent 
evangelical Christian – and remains 
an inspiration to me in that regard, 
even today. 

Dad was an MOD electrical 
engineer by trade – started with 
wireless and Radar during the war –
and became adept at building 
amplifiers and speaker cabinets –
and most importantly, the art of 
servicing a Vox AC30…! 

He was our roadie and sound 
engineer all rolled into one!  

The name “Question” – came from 
the fact that the band used to play 
a lot of secular music, including 
Byrds, Bob Dylan, Beatles, Beach 
Boys, Animals – and later on, the 
Moody Blues, including the song 
that gave the band it’s name. 

All I remember of the song 
“Question” – was that I used to play 
chords on a Harmonics Solette 
organ – a dreadful instrument –
and a poor substitute for a 
Mellotron. 

“Question” played their last gig, in 
1975. This was a Coffee Bar event, 
at a Surrey based Anglican Church.
This was the end of an era in our 
family history.

Although I am no longer involved in 
coffee bar evangelism – I have,

remained a working musician 
throughout my life – and have been 
playing in Church Worship bands, 
leading worship etc.

I still do today – albeit “on-line” 
now. I still have regular 
opportunities, to give God thanks,
for all those skills gained, during 
what was my musical 
“apprenticeship” with Question. 

To God be the glory.
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